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agonists. 

Documents 3 and 4 disclose the activity of 0 3 
adrenoreceptor agonists against urinary incontinence and 
agaxnst urinary frequency (disclosure of the invention) . 

Documents 5 and 6 disclose the existence of p, 
adrenoreceptors in the human urinary bladder, the fact 
that the human urinary bladder is relaxed by 0 3 
adrenoreceptor stimulants, and the fact that p 3 adreno- 
receptor stimulants have been discovered to be useful as 
prophylactic or therapeutic agents for urinary frequency 
and incontinence, etc. (document 5, paragraph [0007]; 
document 6, background art) . 

Documents 7 and 8 disclose the existence of p 3 
adrenoreceptors in the human urinary bladder, and the fact 
that 0 3 adrenoreceptor agonists would probably have a 
relaxing effect on the urinary bladder and are effective 
for incontinence. 



Claims 1-10 

The inventions set forth in claims 1-10 involve an 
inventive step relative to documents 1-8, cited in the 
international search report. 

The present application relates to "therapeutic 
agents for an overactive bladder"; however, in this there 
xs no substantial difference from "therapeutic agents for 
incontinence" or "therapeutic agents for urinary 
frequency", etc. As regards this feature, the use of such 
compounds as "therapeutic agents for an overactive 
bladder" would not in itself require creative skill, since 
xt xs known that 3 3 adrenoreceptor agonists have a 
relaxing effect on the urinary bladder, and can be used 
for their activity against incontinence and against 
urxnary frequency, etc. (documents 3-8) However, although 
xt xs clear from documents 1 and 2 that (R) —2- (2-amino- 
thxazole-4 ' - [2- [ (2- hydroxy-2-phenylethvl , airdnni 1 _ 
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acetic acid anilide (free 



or as a salt, which the active 



ingredient in the present application) is a p 3 adreno- 
ceptor agonist, the fact that the compound in question 
exhibits an activity at least 270 times that of the 
typical p 3 adrenoreceptor agonist CGP-12177A indicates 
that "therapeutic agents for an overactive bladder- 
containing such an ingredient offer an effect that is 
greater than could be predicted from the state of the 
prior art. 
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